
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians: 

 

There is always something very special about this time of year. There 

is a spirit in the air. Regardless of one's religious affiliation and 

regardless of the commercialism of the holidays, a spirit of joy and 

sharing always seems to prevail during the holidays. 

 

                                               Bell Schedule 

The spirit of adjustments is also in the air at HHS. Our students and teachers are working hard to 

increase academic proficiency. Consequently, we are making an adjustment to our bell schedule 

post-Thanksgiving break to facilitate the achievement of this goal. We are always looking for ways 

to maximize student potential and learning.  As a result, we will be adjusting our bell schedule to 

better meet the needs of our students who need additional support while rewarding our students 

who are doing well.   

 

The new schedule takes 3 minutes from each of the long periods and 13 minutes from their current 

43 minute lunch to create a 25 minute SOAR period between 4th hour and their 30 minute lunch.  

The SOAR period is a continuation of their 4th period.  Students whose grades need attention will 

remain and receive support while those who are passing all of their classes will go to lunch early.  

Grades will be checked on a weekly basis by their SOAR teacher.  Furthermore, the SOAR period 

will also be used for assemblies, class meetings, and sports team meetings as well.   

 

The SOAR schedule will also allow us to use a short cycle metric during Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 

and Thursdays to ensure that we're supporting the academic needs of our students who are 

struggling and provide immediate supports.  Moreover, we have additional supports that are in 

place to ensure that students have access to extra help. Mr. Hall (Nationally Board Certified 

Teacher) holds tutor study hall Monday-Thursday (2:30-4:00 pm) in the library. 

 

Annual Report Cards 

As a requirement of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, states and school districts must 

issue annual report cards to parents. The purpose of the report card is to provide parents with 

information about the district and their child’s school in terms of teacher qualifications, academic 

achievement, and school/district accountability. To access the report cards, follow these steps:  

 

1. Visit our district web site page with school report cards from the 2013-2014 school year at 

http://www.matsuk12.us/Page/25324 

 

2.  You can view your school’s report card for the 2013-2014 school year by clicking on the name 

of your school. 

 

 

 

Important 

Dates 

 

Dec. 3
rd

 

Football 

Banquet 6 

pm 

 

Dec. 5
-
6  

Wrestling 

Regions @ 

HHS  

 

Dec. 11-13 

Hockey Big 

Lake Lions    

Classic 

 

Dec. 11-13 

Hockey Big 

Lake Lions    

Classic 

 

Dec. 18-20 

Basketball 

Tournament 

@ Sitka 

  

Dec. 15
th

  

Music 

Concert 7 pm 

 

Dec. 19
th

  

Quarter 2 

Ends & 

Christmas 

Break Starts 

 

January 6
th

 

Start of 2
nd

 

Semester 



 

 

 

 

3. You can also view your school’s report card by visiting your school’s webpage at: 

http://matsuk12.us/hhs 

 

If you would like a written copy of your school’s report card, please contact Tracy  

Collum at 746-9253. 

 

Surveys 

HHS and MSBSD would also like to encourage your input on how we are doing by  

using surveys that have been created by MSBSD. You can access the surveys by going to 

http://www.matsuk12.us, clicking on the About Us tab, clicking on District Surveys, and 

accessing one of the many surveys that are available. To foster relationships with parents and the 

community, we would like to know how we are doing in providing a quality education for the 

students of MSBSD. We appreciate any feedback you have to offer so we can better serve your 

needs.  

 

In closing, let us all rejoice in our cherished relationships with family and friends and be thankful. 

Take time to reflect during the holiday season and throughout the year on what you value the most 

and cherish the time you have left with your high school student. If you have any questions please 

don’t hesitate to call Houston High School (892-9400). Again, thank you for your continued 

support…and GO HAWKS!   

 

 

Sincerely,     

 

 

 

Bill Johnson & Justin Ainsworth 

William.Johnson@matsuk12.us 

Justin.Ainsworth@matsuk12.us     
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New Testing in Alaska 
 State-wide testing is changing in Alaska.  This spring, instead of SBA testing, 9

th
 and 10

th
 graders 

will be participating in AMP (Alaska Measures of Progress) tests.  These tests are aligned to the new state 

Language Arts and Math standards. 

 For the past several years, 11
th
 grade students have been taking WorkKeys assessments to assess 

career readiness.  Juniors now have the opportunity to take WorkKeys, the ACT or the SAT.  Per HB278, 

students are no longer required to pass the HSGQE however, students in graduating classes 2016 and 

beyond need to take one of these tests to graduate. There is not a minimum score requirement for 

graduation.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

You can help Houston High School earn donations just by shopping with your Fred Meyer Rewards 

Card! 

 

Fred Meyer is donating $2.5 million per year to non-profits in Alaska, Idaho, Oregon and Washington, 

based on where their customers tell them to give.  Here’s how the program works:  Sign up for the 

Community Rewards program by linking you Fred Meyer Rewards Card to Houston High School at 

www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards.   You can search for us by our name or by our number 

82443.  Then every time you shop and use your rewards Card, you are helping Houston High School 

earn a donation! 

 

You still earn your Rewards Points, Fuel Points, and Rebates, just as you do today. 

If you do not have a Rewards Card, they are available at the Customer Service desk of any  

Fred Meyer store.  For More information, please visit  

www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards 
 

 

http://www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards
http://www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards


 

 

 

 

 

Nurse’s Notes 
 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Infectious diseases have been a hot topic in the media lately. In Alaska, influenza is one of the most imminent concerns at 

present. The single best way to protect your family against the flu is to get vaccinated each year. At Houston High School we 

strive to partner with you in keeping your student(s) healthy so that each of them can be in attendance and learning as much as 

possible. Below are some common questions regarding the flu vaccine and answers as adapted from the Centers for Disease 
Control.  

Who should get vaccinated this season? 

Everyone 6 months of age and older should get a flu vaccine every season.  

 

What kinds of flu vaccines are available? 

There are several flu vaccine options for the 2014-2015 flu season including nasal vaccines and egg-free vaccines for people 

with egg allergies. Talk to your health care provider about which flu vaccine is right for you. 

 

When should I and my family members get vaccinated? 

Flu vaccination should begin soon after vaccine becomes available, ideally by October. It is best that people get vaccinated so 

they are protected before influenza begins spreading in their community. 

 

Where can I get a flu shot? 

Many pharmacies now offer the flu shot on a walk-in basis. You can also obtain a flu vaccine from your primary health care 

provider.  

 

Why should people get vaccinated against the flu? 

Influenza is a serious disease that can lead to hospitalization and even death. Even healthy people can get very sick from the flu 

and spread it to others. Over a period of 31 flu seasons between 1976 and 2007, estimates of flu related deaths in the United 

States range from a low of about 3,000 to a high of about 49,000 people per season. “Flu season” in the United States can begin 

as early as October and last as late as May. An annual seasonal flu vaccine (either the flu shot or the nasal spray flu vaccine) is 

the best way to reduce the chances that you will get seasonal flu and spread it to others. When more people get vaccinated 

against the flu, less flu can spread through that community. 

 

How do flu vaccines work? 

Flu vaccines cause antibodies to develop in the body about two weeks after vaccination. These antibodies provide protection 

against infection with the viruses that are in the vaccine. 

 

Can the flu vaccine give you the flu? 

No, the flu vaccine itself cannot give you the flu. There are reasons why someone who receives a flu vaccine might still get the 

flu or a flu-like illness. For example, they may have been exposed to a non-flu virus before or after getting vaccinated. The flu 

vaccine can only prevent illnesses caused by flu viruses. It cannot protect against non-flu viruses that may cause flu-like illness. 

Another reason is that a person might have been exposed to the flu after getting vaccinated but before the vaccine took effect. It 

takes about two weeks after you receive the vaccine for your body to build protection against the flu. In addition, they may 

have been exposed to an influenza virus that was very different from the viruses included in that year’s vaccine. The flu 

vaccine protects against the influenza viruses that research indicates will cause the most disease during the upcoming season, 

but there can be other flu viruses circulating.  

 

Please feel free to contact me if you have additional questions regarding the flu. 

Have a safe and healthy flu season! 

 

~Nurse Allen  
  

 

 


